

November 7, 2007



EALL 341, 1

EALL 341

Winter 2007

Prof. Patricia Sieber

Thought in China, Japan and Korea: Texts, Issues and Interpretations

Meeting Time: Mo &We, 4:30-6:18 p.m.

Location: 115 Mendenhall Laboratory 

Instructor: Patricia Sieber

Contact Info: 377 Hagerty Hall (office), 398 Hagerty Hall (mailbox), 292-2464 (phone), sieber.6@osu.edu (e-mail)

Office Hours: Wed 12:30 to 1:15, by appointment, and by email. 

Course Objectives: The course has three goals. First, you will develop a sense of some key ideas in major East Asian philosophical and religious traditions, namely Confucianism, Buddhism, Shintoism and Shamanism. As these traditions continue to play an important role in contemporary China, Japan, Korea and increasingly gain visibility and adherents in the West, such an understanding is crucial for global citizens of the 21st century. Rather than trying to cover the breadth of these traditions, we will focus on a number of case studies. Second, you will hone your reading and writing skills by engaging primary sources written by East Asian writers. Working from English translations, we will use these texts in three ways: first, as a window unto the complex and diverse philosophical and religious traditions; second, as a means to gauge how individuals negotiated their own desires, the demands of their societies, and the resources and constraints inherent in their philosophies and religions, and third, as an entryway into an appreciation of the aesthetic and literary appeal of philosophical and religious expression. In order to facilitate an appreciation of the texts and ideas involved, we will also consult a range of secondary readings. Finally, we will approach these materials from an academic point of view, but we will also ask how they interface with contemporary ethical concerns.

Required Reader:
Reader for EALL 341 (2007). Available at Cop-Ez, Tuttle Garage.  All readings for this class are contained in the reader. It is crucial that you do the readings ahead of class.  Pagination indicated below refers to the texts in the original books and journals. 

How To Succeed in this Class:

The Pragmatic Aspect: Total number of points: 100 Grading system: 90+ A range; 80+ B range etc. Below 60: E. Composition of points: 1. Class participation 10: Your success on this front will largely depend on reading the assignments (RA) before you come to class.  Discussion is a vital aspect of this course despite the size of the class. Unexcused absences and unprepared attendance will adversely affect your grade. 2. Group Project (in-class presentation on a class-related topic of your choice; collective grade; i.e., as a general rule, each person in the group obtains the same number of points: 20. 3. Short Writing Assignments (two written analyses written in response to assigned readings (detailed hand-out to follow): 10 points each, 20 points altogether. The papers will be due at the beginning of class that day; lateness will be penalized. 4. Final paper: 30 points (at least 8 pages of original and analytical writing on a topic related to the class; part of the points will be allocated to the success of the student presentation in week 10; detailed hand-out to follow) 5. Final examination  (essay questions only): 20. 

The Experiential Aspect: Most things in life are a requirement of some kind. Breathing, for example, eating and so on. Whether or not fulfilling a requirement is a chore or a joy depends in large measure on one's attitude. Just because many of their works were commissioned or executed for a specific occasion did not stop Mozart, Michelangelo, Du Fu or Dogen from producing masterpieces. Similarly, consider this required class an opportunity to do some of the things you like to do: having fun, for example, meeting some interesting people (those dead folks who wrote the stuff we'll read, for instance, your classmates, yourself), connecting more deeply with your own cultural tradition, and/or experimenting with unfamiliar ideas and getting a kick out of the novelty (a form of mental skateboarding if you will). In short, hit your own groove of productive engagement and a good grade will follow. 

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate and establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes, but is not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in conjunction with examinations. For additional information, see Code of Student Conduct (http;//studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated. Students should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Ave.; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/

Course Schedule

Introduction

Week 1

Wednesday Jan 3: Introduction of the Course and of the Participants; list of pressing ethical issues

Week 2: Terms and Approaches in East Asian Thought 

Monday Jan 8: Terms and Terminology: An Overview

Lecture  

Wednesday Jan 10: Hallmarks of East Asian Thought

Lecture

Preparation for Group Presentation: Form a group of 3-4 people; choose a topic on which you would like to make a presentation sometime during the quarter; write up a paragraph and the names of the participants; propose a tentative date

Week 3: The Confucian Tradition 

Monday Jan 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday/No class

Wednesday Jan 17: Film on Confucianism 

Week 4: Individuality in Confucian Thought
Monday Jan 22:  Individual Morality vs. Aristocratic Birth: The Program of Confucius
RA (Reading Assignment): P (Primary Source): Chichung Huang, tr. “Book Eleven,” The Analects (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997), pp.  116-124. 

Wednesday Jan 24: Taking Confucianism to the People: Wang Yangming (1472-1529) and the Moral Mind (xin)

RA: S (Secondary Source): Julia Ching, To Acquire Wisdom: The Way of Wang Yang-ming (New York: Columbia University Press, 1976), pp. 25-74. 

Week 5: The Buddhist Tradition

Monday Jan 29: Life of the Buddha 

RA:  S: Kevin Trainor, ed., Buddhism: The Illustrated Guide (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 58-79. 

Wednesday Jan 31:  From Theravada to Mahayana Buddhism

RA:  S: Kevin Trainor, ed., Buddhism: The Illustrated Guide (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 176-207.
P: (1) Burton Watson, tr., “Devadatta,” and “The Universal Gateway,” in Lotus Sutra (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993), pp. 182-189 and 298-306.

(2) Nelson Foster et al., "Bankei," in A Roaring Stream (Hopewell, NJ: Ecco Press 1996), pp.  296-304.

Week 6: Quandaries of Life and Death in Buddhism

Monday Feb 5: The Question of Enlightenment
RA:  P:  (1) Albert Low, Zen and the Sutras (Boston: Tuttle, 2000), pp. 21-55; (2) Robert Thurman, tr.,  “The Goddess,” The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti (University Park, PA: Penn State Press, 1976), pp. 56-63; (3) Nelson Foster et al., "Ikkyuu," The Roaring Stream (Hopewell, NJ: Ecco Press 1996), pp. 267-273.

WA: First Writing Assignment Due

Wednesday Feb 7: The Problem of Rebirth

RA: S:  William LaFleur, Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992), pp. 2-43.

P: (1) Luis Gomez, tr., The Shorter Sukhavativyuha Sutra, in his Land of Bliss: The Paradise of the Buddha of Measureless Light (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1996, pp. 145-151. 

(2) William LaFleur, tr., “The Way to Memorialize One’s Mizuko,” in his Liquid Life, pp. 221-223.

Week 7: The Linguistic Paradoxes of Daoism 

Monday Feb 12:  Naming the Unnameable

RA: S: Michael LaFargue and Julian Pas, “On Translating the Tao-te-ching,” in Lao-tzu and the Tao-te-ching, pp. 277-301.

WA: Abstract of final paper with bibliography. Submit over email to sieber.6@osu.edu.

Wednesday Feb 14: The Contexts of the Daodejing [Tao-te-ching]

RA: P:  (1) Moss Roberts, tr., Daodejing (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001), pp. 27-54; (2) R.J. Lynn, tr., The Classic of the Way and the Virtue (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), pp. 51-71; (3) Stephen R. Bokenkamp, tr., Early Daoist Scriptures (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997), pp. 78-93.

Week  8: The Importance of Shamanism 

Monday Feb 19: Origins of Shamanism

RA: S: Laurel Kendall, Shamans, Housewives, and Other Restless Spirits (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1985), pp. 1-21 and 54-85.

WA: Second Writing Assignment Due
Wednesday, Feb 21: Modern Meanings of Shamanism

RA:  S: Kwang-ok Kim, “Rituals of Resistance: The Manipulation of Shamanism in Contemporary Korea,” in Asian Visions of Authority (Honolulu: University of Hawaii, 1994), pp. 195-219.
Week 9: The Many Faces of Shintoism

Monday Feb 26: The Early History

RA: P/S: Coogan, “Shinto,” Eastern Religions (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005).

Wednesday Feb 28: The Modern Invention of Shinto

Week 10: Summary, Presentations & Review

Monday, March 5: Individual Student Presentations

Wednesday, March 7: Individual Student Presentations 
Week 11: 

Monday, March 12, 3:30-5:18 [note that the final examination time is different from class time]
Final Paper due

Final Examination 
